textual function of conceptual metaphor
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 In conceptual metaphor, one concept is understood in terms of another concept 

and most of our conceptual system is metaphorically structured. Conceptual metaphor 

plays  an  important  role  in  our  thinking  and  oral  expressions.  Some  linguists  such  as 

Ricoeur (1975--1986) and Gibbs (1994) have begun to study conceptual metaphor at 

the discourse level and mentioned that conceptual metaphor also has textual functions. 

But  the  textual  function  of  conceptual  metaphor  has  rarely  been  explored.   This 

chapter centers on illustrating the textual functions of conceptual metaphor. It shows 

that  conceptual  metaphor  not  only  appears  greatly  in  contexts,  but  also  has  many 

textual  functions,  including  economy,  cohesion,  objectivity,  formality,  vividness,  as 

well as precision.  

1 Function of Economy 

     As  mentioned  above,  nominalization  is  the  single  most  powerful  resource  for 

creating conceptual metaphor. One characteristics of nominal group is the information 

density. Nominalization may simplify the context. When the original simple sentence 

is  “packaged”  into  group,  or  two  or  three  clauses  are  “packaged”  into  a  clause,  the 

lexical density is increasing, and the amount of words is decreasing. Therefore, in the 

same information amount, metaphors tend to be simpler than the congruent one.  

Economy  and  clearness  is  one  of  the  important  characters  of  a  proper  context. 

Contexts  are  required  to  transmit  great  amount  of  information  with  simple  and  clear 

language. The use of nominalization may omit the sentence from unnecessary words, 

thus achieving the simple and clear effect. Halliday gives a typical example: 

[4.1a]  In  bridging  river  valleys,  the  early  engineers  built  many  notable  masonry 

viaducts of numerous arches. 

[4.1b] In the early days when engineers had to make a bridge across a valley and 

the  valley  had  a  river  flowing  through  it,  they  often  built  viaducts,  which  were 

constructed  of  masonry  and  had  numerous  arched  in  them;  and  many  of  these 

viaducts became notable. (Halliday. 1994: 350-351)   

Example  [4.1a]  and  [4.1b]  have  the  same  information  amount,  but  different 

length. In Example [4.1a] there is only fifteen words, and the lexical density is 5.5; in 

Example [4.1b] there is forty-five words, and the lexical density is only 2.8.   

   [4.2a]  Her  father  died  while  we  were  fighting  against  the  invaders.  She  has  since 

carried on the work by herself. 

   [4.2b] Since the death of her father while we were fighting against the invaders, she 

has carried on the work by herself. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  [4.2b],  through  the  use  of  nominalization  “death”,  the  two 

sentences in [4.2a] are combined into one sentence. To some extent, nominalization is 

the  essence  of  the  sentence,  thus  having  the  character  of  simplification.  The  use  of 

nominalization  makes  the  whole  sentence  concise  and  well-knit,  the  amount  of  the 

sentences decreasing with the comparatively increasing of information amount in each 

sentence.  If  the  congruent  form  is  used,  the  Theme-Rheme  structure  may  be  plused, 

thus  the  nominalization  is  transferred  into  sentences,  which  is  complicated  and  can 

not achieve the effect of context conciseness. There are other examples: 

[4.3a] Bourgeois left Paris but her family and friends stay behind and later she felt 

very isolated and she really missed thorn and she made series of person ages to show 

how she left. 

[4.3b] The earliest series of personages articulate Bourgeois's intense feeling of loss 

and isolation from the family and friends who remained in Paris after her departure. 

[4.4a]  Because  the  Defendant  refused  to  satisfy  the  agreed  amounts  after  he 

received the lubricants, the Plaintiff suffered tremendous economic losses. 

[4.4b] The Defendant’s refusal to satisfy the agreed amounts after his receipt of the 

lubricants resulted in the tremendous economic losses on the side of the Plaintiff.
