Function of Objectivity

The  congruent  form  usually  realizes  the  process,  with  its  own  participants,  and 

environment  elements  sometimes.  Conceptual  metaphor  may  avoid  the  effect  to  the 

process  by  actors  and  environment  elements,  and  increases  the  objectivity  of  the 

context, making the expression more objective and real. 

Halliday  holds  that  when  the  three  meta-functions  (experiential  function, 

interpersonal function, textual function) appear in the same sentence at the same time, 

they have their expressive ways respectively. However, in actual situation, one of the 

three functions may be more important than the others, which depends on the type of 

the  context.  In  formal  style,  the  experiential  function  is  prominent,  and  the 

interpersonal  function  may  be  restrained.  Conceptual  metaphor  achieves  the 

requirement through the loss of finite, that is, the loss of the mood.  

[4.5a] We must survey the underground rock structure geologically. 

   [4.5b] A geological survey of the underground rock structure must be carried out. 

The  conceptual  metaphor  in  [4.5b]  omits  the  subject  (we)  and  the  finite  (must), 

and this structure indicates that the described thing is the common principle that can 

not be changed. 

[4.6a] Prolonged exposure will result in rapid deterioration of the item. 

[4.6b] If you expose the item for long, it will rapidly deteriorate. 

In  Example  [4.6b],  the  verb  “expose”  expresses  process,  and  the  participant 

“you”  has  strong  subjective  tone;  however,  in  Example  [4.6a],  the  noun  “exposure” 

expresses process, omitting the participant and increasing objective reality. 

[4.7a] We can normally regulate the temperature by using a thermo-couple. 

[4.7b]  Regulation  of  the  temperature  can  normally  be  effected  by  use  of  a 

  

thermo-couple. 

Both “We” and “regulate” are omitted in [4.7b], and increases the objectivity of 

the sentence. 

The  conceptual  metaphor  decreases  the  interpersonal  function,  and  makes 

readers  feel  that  the  text  is  not  organized  through  the  perspective  of  the  author,  thus 

increasing the objectivity and fairness of the tex
