Function of Vividness

Conceptual  metaphor  is  one  way  to  make  the  language  vivid,  harmonious,  and 

fine. Compared with verbs, nouns usually refer to more specific things. Once the noun 

is  used,  an  image  will  appear.  Therefore,  conceptual  metaphor,  especially 

nominalization may make the action more specific, the abstract sentences more vivid 

and harmonious, thus enhancing the attractiveness of the context. 

[4.8] He took off his glasses and gave them a polish.  

Here “polish”is nominalized, and followed by “give”, thus the whole process of 

“polishing the glass” is vividly portrayed. 

In the sentence that conceptual metaphor is used as cognate objective, we can use 

some  modifiers  to  express  the  exact  meanings,  which  are  hard,  or  impossible  to  be 

expressed by verbs. 

[4.9] I would die a dry death. 

[4.10] Mowgli laughed a little short ugly laugh. 

In  Example  [4.9]  and  Example  [4.10],  if  we  do  not  use  nominalization  as 

cognates,  we  can  not  find  proper  adverbs  to  modify  verbs.  We  can  say  neither  “die 

dryly”,  nor  “laugh  shortly  and  uglily”.  Therefore,  the  use  of  conceptual  metaphor 

appears more vivid, lively, and figuratively. 

Although  various  written  context  may  use  conceptual  metaphors  especially 

nominalizations,  not  all  written  contexts  have  the  same  use  frequency  of 

nominalization. The use frequency of nominalization has related connection with the 

context  genre.  Specific  context  style  requires  specific  context  structure.  Comparatively  speaking,  the  higher  the  context’s  formal  degree,  the  greater  the 

nominalization’s use frequency. For instance, there is a great deal of nominalization in 

technical and political contexts, not in the advertisements.
