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Study on the Syntactic Structure of Multi-construction

Metaphor: Comparison with Dual-construction
LI Aihua, CUI Zhong
(School of Foreign Languages, Jiangsu Ocean University, Lianyungang 222005, China)

Abstract: In traditional AB-typed dual-construction metaphor, the uni-directivity of double-
semantic mapping determines the overall unity of its cognitive division and syntactic struc-
ture, in which subject A and predicate B form an irreversible mapping. However, the map-
ping of multi-construction metaphor represented by ABC type also makes sense when subject
and predicate are reversed in syntax. Besides, dual-construction can be deduced into multi
construction while multi-construction cannot be decreased into dual-construction reversely
without any conditions. The core of multi-construction metaphor is relational mapping, which
reflects the mapping process of verbal conceptual metaphor.
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