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The Multi-Source Domain of Metaphor from the Perspective of

Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics
HUANG Xingyun XIE Shijian

Abstract: Originated from the language localization theory, Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics furthers a continuation and
development of Cognitive Linguistics, creating new interpretation of the formation of language. From the perspective of Embodied—
Cognitive Linguistics, this paper discusses the motivation of the multi-source domain of metaphor mapping from three dimensions,
with the concept of “sorrow” as an example. It is found that metaphor is a kind of mental mapping of the addressees, reflecting
their embodiment and cognition of the target. The metaphor mapping is the possession of the addressees’ feature highlighting as
well as feature controlling between the source domain and target domain. The results indicate that it is the diversity of the cognitive
subjects, the selectivity of the source domain feature in mapping as well as the multifeature of the target concepts that co-determine
the nature of the multisource domain of metaphor mapping.

Key words: Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics; cognitive subjectivity; metaphor mapping; multisource domain
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